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The loss of an innocent young child is a truly painful experience, we share in the pain,
suffering and trauma associated with the death of our young Lumka Mkhethwa. It has again
drawn our attention to the challenges we face in the area of sanitation and ablution in general
and the safety and wellbeing of our learners in particular.
We have, as a collective, looked inward and had to urgently assess the extent of delivery and
provisioning of safe and adequate sanitation within our existing plans.
This would entail reviewing our plans and working collaboratively with provinces to enhance
and accelerate the provision of adequate and safe sanitation and ablution facilities.
Today at a special extended CEM, all MEC’s, Heads of Departments and the officials
responsible for infrastructure in the various provinces have come together to discuss how we
will work together to provide a sector response to ensure that we provide safe and dignified
ablution facilities to all of our schools as a matter of urgency.
After a discussion with President Cyril Ramaphosa last week, I have committed our
Department to provide a detailed audit of sanitation facilities, with costed emergency plans
and timelines to address this challenge.
CEM received a presentation on the current state of sanitation and ablution provisioning.
We have some schools without any sanitation; schools with pit toilets; schools provided with
sanitation but with pit toilets not demolished; schools with inadequate sanitation; sanitation not
fit for purpose (age appropriate); schools with insufficient sanitation, given increasing learner
numbers.
The current situation with sanitation in schools in terms of the preliminary report is as follows:

Provinces
have reported
that in some
instances
these numbers
may vary, as
some have
been
addressed
already.
However, the
MECs have
committed to
verify and
update these figures within 10 days.
The Free State MEC, for example reported to the meeting that they have already set up a unit
in the provincial department to deal with sanitation in schools. He urged colleagues to ensure
that our plans on sanitation and ablution should include hygiene, which forms an important
component of the health, care and wellbeing of our learners.
The Western Cape and Gauteng indicated for instance that notwithstanding the fact that the
phenomenon of pit latrines have been eliminated the increased number of learners migrating
to these provinces, present new challenges in the adequate provision of sanitation.
One of the big challenges that affects roughly half of the schools that are still reported to have
pit latrines is that alternative ablution facilities have been constructed, but that the old pit
latrines still remain.
We already have an existing plan in place that is intended to eradicate these unsafe and
inadequate toilets. We need to confirm the information we already have and fast track our
existing plans. Our priority is safety.
I have always stressed that restoring dignity to the education system and to learners and
ensure that their human rights are upheld.
We know that especially in our rural provinces such as the Eastern Cape, KwaZuluNatal and
Limpopo bulk water supply is not supplied and installing a flushing toilet and is not a viable
option. However we have been using alternative technology such as the enviroloos to great
success. We need to continue to utilise advanced and innovative technological solutions to
our challenges in such areas where water is scarce.
The meeting resolved to do the following:
Conduct a rapid audit of all sanitation and ablution facilities in our schools.
All schools without any sanitation are to be addressed as a matter of urgency;
Demolition of pit toilets where facilities have been provided to commence with immediate
effect.
To progressively and urgently eliminate pit latrines.
Provinces to prioritise the provision of age appropriate seats for grade R learners in all
schools, recognising that the Grade R classes were only introduced into the school

landscape in recent years. As a temporary measure, consider the retrofitting of existing
facilities to cater for Grade R learners or alternatively provide temporary facilities.
Schools with inadequate or insufficient sanitation to be addressed with urgency.
School toilets will be adequately maintained.
In the meantime all unsafe and unhygienic sanitation and ablution facilities must be
secured.
A comprehensive costed plan, informed by the audit report of all the needs identified for
sanitation and ablution facilities for schools, will be submitted to the President within three
months.
In order to give effect to these resolutions the budget reallocation and reprioritisation, as well
as a review of ASIDI allocations and interventions from treasury are required.
The demands in education which include, infrastructure, teacher provisioning, LTSMs,
nutrition and other health, care and safety measures, are huge; and our plans must be looked
at in the context of the comprehensive demands of the sector.
We will work with the South African Police Service, parents and broader civil society to ensure
that a thorough investigation into the circumstances surrounding the tragic death of Lumka
Mkhethwa is conducted.
Enquiries:
Elijah Mhlanga – 083 580 8275 | Troy Martens – 079 899 3070
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